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after graduating from the University of Wash-
ington in June 1988 with a baccalaureate de-
gree in Political Science. After completing the 
Medical Service Corps Officer Basic Course in 
November 1988, Colonel Avery was stationed 
in Kirchgoens, Germany as a Medical Platoon 
Leader for 4th BN, 32nd Armor, and 3rd 
Armor Division. From there, he went on to 
hone his leadership skills as he successfully 
completed numerous command and staff as-
signments at Fort Irwin, California; Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina; Ansbach, Germany; Wies-
baden, Germany; Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Washington; and Fort Benning, Georgia. In 
between his staff and command positions, 
Colonel Avery became a UH–60 Blackhawk 
pilot and a Master Navigator. He also com-
pleted numerous combat tours during his ca-
reer. He deployed to Bosnia-Herzegovina dur-
ing Operation Joint Guard; to the Middle East 
in support of Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm; to Kosovo twice in support Operation 
of Joint Guardian II; and to Iraq twice in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
New Dawn. 

The Second Congressional District of Geor-
gia gained a respected and compassionate 
leader when Colonel Avery arrived in Ft. 
Benning, Georgia in June 2011 to serve as 
Commander of the Martin Army Community 
Hospital. In this capacity, Colonel Avery was 
instrumental in improving the lives and health 
of veterans in the Chattahoochee Valley. Colo-
nel Avery’s partnership with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs resulted in the open-
ing of a new 19,000-square foot Veterans Af-
fairs Clinic at Fort Benning on July 6, 2015. 
The new VA clinic will improve access to 
health care for veterans, as well as its quality 
and cost effectiveness. The new clinic will 
offer a full complement of primary care pro-
viders with integrated mental health services 
which will serve more than 13,000 veterans 
and implement tele-health hubs to provide an 
additional 96 appointments per week. 

Colonel Avery is the epitome of the U.S. 
Army values: Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless 
Service, Honor, and Personal Courage. The 
new clinic would not exist today without Colo-
nel Avery’s personal courage, selfless service, 
relentless desire, and tireless duty to improve 
the lives of those who have fought to protect 
our cherished liberties. His loyalty and respect 
to the current and former servicemen and 
servicewomen is commendable and should be 
emulated by leaders in the military and in 
Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, the Chattahoochee Valley 
community, and the 730,000 residents of 
Georgia’s Second Congressional District in 
honoring Colonel Scott B. Avery for his con-
tributions to the veterans of Southwest Geor-
gia. We extend our best wishes to Colonel 
Avery and his family in his next assignment 
and throughout his career as he continues to 
be a champion for veterans. 

f 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Austin 

Perrin of Boy Scout Troop 218 in Shen-
andoah, Iowa, for achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. The Eagle Scout rank is the highest 
advancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained for more than a century. 

For nine years Austin has dedicated his 
time and efforts to the Scouts. Not only has he 
excelled in Scouts, but he’s also been a top- 
notch student and role model in the commu-
nity. He represents his freshman class as their 
President and representative on the student 
council. He also participates in athletics and a 
number of different school related activities. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
must pass specific tests organized by require-
ments and merit badges, and complete an 
Eagle Project to benefit the community. For 
his Eagle Scout Service Project, Austin built a 
28- foot cedar gazebo at Priest Park in Shen-
andoah. His inspiration came from seeing 
young students waiting for the bus in the rain 
without any shelter. Now, each day that it 
rains, students have a dry place to wait for the 
bus. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his service to his community dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard work, dedication 
and perseverance. I am honored to represent 
Austin in the United States Congress. I know 
that all of my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives will join me in congratulating 
him on reaching the rank of Eagle Scout, and 
I wish him nothing but continued success in 
his future education and career. 
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Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to take 
this opportunity to offer my sincere congratula-
tions to Gannett Fleming on the 100th Anni-
versary of their company’s founding. Their 
record of accomplishment and longevity truly 
is exceptional and praiseworthy. 

When Farley Gannett partnered with Theo-
dore Seelye to form ‘‘Farley Gannett, Con-
sulting Engineer’’ in Harrisburg on August 1, 
1915, they laid the foundation for a company 
that would become a driving force in improving 
our communities through a commitment to 
growth, ethics and technical excellence. 

Whether designing water supply and flood 
control dams to improve the quality of drinking 
water and reducing the risk of flooding, build-
ing highways that strengthen our economy 
and allow for the safe and efficient movement 
of people and goods, or water and wastewater 
treatment plants that result in cleaner streams, 
Gannett Fleming’s more than 2,000 employ-
ees maintain the tradition of excellence, inno-
vation and responsiveness that began 100 
years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I also commend Gannett 
Fleming and its employees for their work on 
military and public service projects, including 
the Cancer Institute and Children’s Hospital at 
the University’s Medical Center in Hershey. 
Additionally, their ongoing support of commu-
nity and charitable organizations throughout 
the region is invaluable. 

Congratulations once again to Gannett 
Fleming and their employees on this wonderful 
milestone. Best wishes for continued success 
in the years to come. 
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CONGRATULATING ST. CLAIR HIGH 
SCHOOL ON ITS BRONZE MEDAL 
AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating St. Clair High School on its Bronze 
Medal Award as a top Missouri High School 
from U.S. News and World Report. 

This school’s administration, teachers, and 
students should be commended for all of their 
hard work throughout the past year and for 
their commitment to education. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing St. Clair 
High School for a job well done. 

f 

OLDER AMERICANS ACT 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, today marks 
the 50th anniversary of the landmark Older 
Americans Act, which President Lyndon John-
son signed into law on July 14, 1965. 

Congress passed the Older Americans Act 
in response to concerns by policymakers 
about a lack of community social services for 
older persons. 

The Older Americans Act is the major fed-
eral vehicle for the delivery of social and nutri-
tion services for older persons. 

It ensures seniors have transportation to 
medical appointments, the grocery store, adult 
day care and more. 

It provides critical support and respite serv-
ices to those caring for older adults—and, 
today, over 35 million Americans are family 
caregivers for older Americans. 

The Older Americans Act also promotes 
health and well-being—helping manage diabe-
tes, prevent falls, and improve behavioral 
health so seniors can live at home in their 
community. 

The Older Americans Act has been serving 
our seniors and families well for half a century. 

With 10,000 Americans turning 65 each day, 
we have an obligation to keep the Older 
Americans Act strong. 

Just yesterday, President Obama spoke at 
the 2015 White House Conference on Aging 
to emphasize the importance of addressing 
aging issues and reauthorization of the Older 
Americans Act. 

Across the country, older Americans are 
running businesses, helping to raise their 
grandchildren, serving as teachers, acting as 
mentors, and contributing their many talents 
for the better of their community. 

I am committed to making sure that Ameri-
cans are able to enjoy the secure retirement 
they deserve—whether they are already re-
tired, are about to retire or are just starting 
out. 
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